
 

 

Horse Cremation Urns 

& Memorial Keepsakes 

 

A Complete Guide for Equine Families 

 

Most families are not prepared for how much ash comes back from equine cremation. A horse 
returns roughly one cubic inch of ash for every pound of body weight. A 1,000-pound horse 
returns close to 1,000 cubic inches. Most retail urns hold 200 to 300. This guide exists because 
nobody prepares you for that moment, and you deserve to make a thoughtful decision instead of 
a frantic one. 

 

 

 
Scan for the full online guide 

memorialmerits.com/horse-cremation-urns-memorial-keepsakes/ 

 
Sanctuary, not sales floor. 

  



MEMORIAL MERITS   |   memorialmerits.com 

Free to share, print, and distribute with branding intact   |   Page 2 

Understanding Your Horse's Ashes 

 

The rule of thumb in the equine cremation industry is approximately one cubic inch of ash per 
pound of body weight. A 1,000-pound Quarter Horse returns roughly 800 to 1,000 cubic inches. 
A 1,500-pound Warmblood may return 1,400 to 1,600 cubic inches. The container your 
cremation provider uses for transport is typically a temporary plastic box, not a permanent urn. 

Standard pet urns and human cremation urns are not sized for this volume. Human adult urns 
average 200 cubic inches. Most decorative pet urns are smaller. This is worth knowing before 
you find yourself holding a container that will not fit the memorial you envisioned. 

 

Three Ways Equine Families Handle the Ashes 

There is no single right answer. Many families use a combination of all three paths below. 

 

Path 1: Keep a meaningful portion. Scatter or bury the rest. 

This is the most common choice. Fill a decorative urn or a piece of cremation jewelry with a 
portion of the ashes. Hold a scattering ceremony at a meaningful location for the remainder. 
Ashes can typically be scattered on private land without restriction, though some municipalities 
and water bodies have rules worth checking with local authorities. 

 

Path 2: Full in-home or barn display. 

Families who want to keep all of the ashes together need an equine-specific vessel. These are 
not available through standard memorial retailers. Large-capacity equine urn providers are listed 
in the resources section at the back of this guide. 

 

Path 3: Hold until the right time. 

The temporary container from the cremation provider is airtight and safe for long-term storage. 
There is no urgency to act before you are ready. Many families hold ashes for months or years 
before choosing a permanent memorial, and that is completely normal. 
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Your Memorial Options 

 

Cremation Urns 

The urns below are appropriate for holding a meaningful portion of your horse's ashes, typically 
200 to 300 cubic inches. Each is well-suited for display in a home, barn, or tack room. Scan any 
QR code to browse on your phone, or visit the linked Memorial Merits review page for full details 
and current pricing. 

 

Pulvis Art Urns 

Handcrafted European designs in steel, bronze, and ceramic. The Rusty 
Brown Steel Urn holds 300ci and the Cast Bronze Urn holds 250ci. Both 
are built for long-term display with a level of craftsmanship you will not find 
in mass-market memorials. Use code MemorialMerits for 6% off at 
checkout. 

Read the Memorial Merits Pulvis Art Urns review  

 

Urns for Angels 

The Lotus Steel Urn holds 214ci with a nature-inspired design suited for 
indoor display or a garden setting. Clean construction, warm finish, and a 
price point that makes it accessible for families who want quality without a 
luxury budget. 

Read the Memorial Merits Urns for Angels review 
 

 

Amazon: Equine-Themed Urns 

A broad selection of horse-themed memorial urns, most sized at 200 to 
250ci. Well-suited for families who want a container that reflects their 
horse's image or breed, at a wide range of price points. No active link is 
provided for Amazon. Scan the QR code to browse. 

Scan QR code to browse on Amazon 
 

 
  

https://memorialmerits.com/pulvis-art-urns-handcrafted-cremation-pet-memorials-6-off/
https://memorialmerits.com/urns-for-angels-unique-cremation-urns/
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Cremation Jewelry 

Cremation jewelry holds a small portion of ashes inside a pendant, ring, or bracelet. It is one of 
the most meaningful ways to keep a horse close every day. Custom pieces typically require 3 to 

6 weeks for production from the time ashes are received by the maker. 

 

Pulvis Cremation Jewelry 

Handcrafted memorial pendants incorporating a small portion of ashes into 
the piece. Ships internationally. Multiple styles from subtle to statement. 
Use code MemorialMerits for 6% off. A strong choice for families who want 
something made with genuine craftsmanship. 

Read the Memorial Merits Pulvis Cremation Jewelry review 
 

 

Spirit Pieces 

Handblown glass cremation art that incorporates ashes into the glass itself 
during production. Each piece is made to order and genuinely one of a 
kind. Well-suited for families who want something that feels more like art 
than jewelry. 

Read the Memorial Merits Spirit Pieces review 
 

 

Ever Loved Memorial Jewelry 

A curated selection of cremation jewelry, memorial diamonds, and 
keepsakes across a wide range of styles and price points. Good for 
families who want to compare options before committing to a specific style 
or material. 

Read the Memorial Merits Ever Loved review 
 

 

 

Outdoor and Garden Memorials 

A permanent outdoor tribute can mark the site where your horse was buried, where ashes were 
scattered, or serve as a focal point for remembrance in a pasture, garden, or paddock. Amazon 
offers the widest selection for these items. Scan the QR codes to browse. 

 

Amazon: Personalized Memorial Stones 

Engraved and personalized memorial stones for outdoor placement. 
Suitable for burial markers, pasture tributes, and garden memorials. 
Durable construction designed for outdoor use year-round. 

Scan QR code to browse on Amazon 
 

 

https://memorialmerits.com/pulvis-cremation-jewelry-hand-crafted-memorials-save-6-memorialmerits/
https://memorialmerits.com/spirit-pieces-cremation-jewelry-handcrafted-ashes-keepsakes/
https://memorialmerits.com/everloved-memorials-urns-titan-caskets-headstones-services/
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Amazon: Bronze Memorial Statues 

Cast bronze horse figurines and memorial statues for outdoor placement. 
These serve as lasting tributes and pair naturally with a stone or garden 
setting. 

Scan QR code to browse on Amazon 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

How much ash does a horse actually produce? 

The general rule is approximately one cubic inch of ash per pound of body weight. A 1,000-pound 
horse typically returns 800 to 1,000 cubic inches. Larger draft breeds may return more. This is 
significantly greater than what standard pet or human cremation urns are designed to hold, which is 
why most families end up dividing the ashes. 

What do most horse owners actually do with the ashes? 

Most keep a portion in a decorative urn or piece of jewelry and scatter the remainder at a meaningful 
location. Some bury the full ashes at the farm or boarding facility with permission. A smaller number 
seek out large-capacity equine urns to keep everything together. There is no standard, and all three 
approaches are equally valid. 

Can I legally scatter my horse's ashes? 

Scattering on private land you own or have permission to use is generally permitted without 
restriction. Scattering on public land, national parks, rivers, and coastal waters varies by jurisdiction. 
Ashes from cremation are sterile and pose no environmental hazard. Contact your local municipality 
or land management authority if you have questions about a specific site. 

What is equine cremation jewelry, and how does it work? 

Cremation jewelry holds a small portion of ashes sealed inside a pendant, ring, or bracelet. Some 
designs use a compartment; others incorporate ashes into glass or resin during production. Custom 
pieces are made to order and typically take 3 to 6 weeks from the time ashes are received. You only 
need a very small amount, roughly a teaspoon, for most jewelry makers. 

Are there urns actually sized for a horse's ashes? 

Most standard urns, including those marketed for large dogs, will not hold the full volume of equine 
ashes. Urns designed to hold a portion are appropriate and available through the retailers in this 
guide. If you want to store all of the ashes in one vessel, you will need a specialty equine urn from a 
provider that builds specifically for this volume. See the resources section at the back of this guide. 

What is the difference between private and communal equine cremation? 

With private cremation, your horse is cremated individually and all ashes returned belong to your 
animal only. With communal cremation, multiple animals are cremated together and ashes are not 
separated or returned. If keeping and identifying the ashes matters to you, confirm in writing with your 
cremation provider that you are selecting private cremation before the process begins. 

How long can ashes stay in the temporary container from the cremation provider? 

Ashes are chemically inert and stable indefinitely. The temporary container is safe for long-term 
storage with no deterioration over time. There is no reason to rush the decision about a permanent 
memorial. Many families hold ashes for months or years until the right tribute becomes clear to them. 

Can more than one family member keep a portion of the ashes? 

Yes. Ashes can be divided freely among family members. Cremation jewelry is well-suited for this, 
allowing multiple people to carry a small portion. Multiple urns, each holding a portion, are also 
common. If siblings or partners are involved in the decision, discussing this before choosing a single 
memorial often leads to a more meaningful outcome for everyone. 

  



MEMORIAL MERITS   |   memorialmerits.com 

Free to share, print, and distribute with branding intact   |   Page 7 

Getting Started 

 

Most families feel overwhelmed in the days immediately following a horse's passing. These five 
steps are not a checklist so much as a sequence that keeps your options open until you have 
had time to grieve and think. 

 

1.  Contact your equine cremation provider as early as possible. Confirm whether private or 

communal cremation is available, and ask for an estimate of ash volume based on your 
horse's weight. 

2.  Request that ashes be returned in a clearly labeled, sealed container. Ask your provider 

what the container looks like and how the ashes will be packaged for transport. 

3.  Before purchasing an urn, measure or ask for the volume in cubic inches of what you 
received. Compare that to the capacity listed on any urn you are considering. Capacity is 
always listed in cubic inches. 

4.  Decide how much of the ashes you want to keep close versus scatter or bury. You can fill 
jewelry and an urn from the same portion without committing to a specific decision for the 

remainder right away. 

5.  If you want a custom cremation jewelry piece, start that process early. Most pieces take 3 to 

6 weeks from the time the maker receives the ashes. 

 

If You Need Full-Volume Storage 

If keeping all of your horse's ashes in a single vessel matters to you, the options below 
specialize in large-capacity equine urns. These are informational references only. Memorial 

Merits has no affiliate relationship with either provider. 

 

Urns Northwest 

One of the most comprehensive equine urn lines available. Sizes reach 1,250 cubic inches, with 
wood, metal, and custom options. Strong reputation among equine families for quality and 

service. 

urnsnw.com   (search: horse urns) 

 

SpiritPet Urns 

Equine-specific urns up to approximately 1,100 cubic inches. Multiple materials and styles, 
including personalized engraving options. 

spiritpeturns.com   (search: horse) 

 

Custom and Local Options 

Many equine families work with local potters, woodworkers, or ceramic artists to create a one-
of-a-kind vessel. A piece made from barn wood, paddock fencing, or a material with direct 
connection to the horse often carries deeper meaning than anything available online. Ask at 
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your tack shop or equine veterinary practice for referrals to local artists who have done this kind 
of work. 
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About This Guide 

 

This guide was produced by Memorial Merits, a free online resource for families navigating grief, 
loss, and end-of-life planning. The full version of this guide, including detailed partner reviews, 
current pricing, and an extended FAQ, is available at the address below. No email required to 
access anything on the site. 

 

 

 
memorialmerits.com/horse-cremation-urns-memorial-keepsakes/ 

Scan to visit the full online guide 

 

 

 

Free to Share 

This guide is free to share, print, and distribute with branding intact. It may be posted in equine 
community groups, shared at veterinary clinics, tack shops, boarding facilities, and feed stores, 

or passed along to any family going through equine loss. 

The memorial options in this guide route through Memorial Merits. We are transparent about 
that. The recommendations are honest, the tradeoffs are included, and we name providers we 
do not work with when they serve you better. 

 
Memorial Merits  |  memorialmerits.com 

Sanctuary, not sales floor. 

https://memorialmerits.com/horse-cremation-urns-memorial-keepsakes/
https://memorialmerits.com/

