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ABSTRACT

When a beloved pet dies, owners face
immediate decisions during an emotionally
overwhelming time. This comprehensive guide
provides practical information about all
available opfions including cremation types,
home burial, and pet cemetery services, with
detailed cost breakdowns by pet size ranging
from $50-$2,000+.The guide includes a complete
state-by-state legal reference for home burial
regulations, low-cost alternatives and financial
assistance resources, grief support contacts, and
fillable decision-making worksheets. Al
information reflects current 2024-2025 pricing
and legal requirements to help pet owners
make informed, legally compliant choices
during @
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This document is a comprehensive reference guide. Pet owners should verify current costs and local
regulations with their specific municipality.
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Section 1: Immediate Actions (First 24 Hours)

If your pet has just died or is dying, follow these immediate steps.

If Death Occurs at Home

Step 1: Confirm Death
» Check for breathing (watch chest) ¢ Check heartbeat (hand on chest)
* Check pupil response e If uncertain, call vet immediately

Step 2: Move to Cool Location

* Gently move pet to cool area ¢ Place on towel/blanket ¢ Cool
room/garage ideal ¢ Safe storage: 24-48 hours in cool conditions

Step 3: Contact Veterinarian

* Notify your vet e Ask about temporary storage ¢ Request pricing ¢ You do
NOT need to decide immediately

Step 4: Begin Research

» Review options in Section 2  Check burial laws in Section 4 « Compare
cremation costs ¢ Review financial assistance if needed (Section 6)

If Death Occurs at Veterinary Clinic

The vet will ask what you want to do with your pet's body. Options:

O Take pet home for burial (if legal) O Arrange cremation through vet O
Have vet handle disposal O Request 24-48 hours to decide

IMPORTANT: Vet cremation costs are often marked up 50-100%. Request
itemized pricing and compare with direct crematoriums.

Critical First-Hour Decisions

Paw prints/fur clippings: Request BEFORE cremation. Cannot obtain after.
Cost: $20-50 or free with cremation.
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Section 2: Complete Options Overview
Option 1: Communal Cremation ($50-$150)

Description: Pet cremated with others. Ashes not returned.

Best for: Limited budget, don't need ashes back, simpler arrangements.
Advantages: Most affordable « Easy to arrange ¢ Environmentally friendly
Disadvantages: No ashes returned « Cannot keep remains

Option 2: Private Cremation ($150-$400)

Description: Pet cremated alone. Ashes returned in urn.
Types: Partitioned ($150-250), Individual ($200-400), Witnessed ($300-500)

Best for: Want to keep ashes ¢ Need physical memorial « Want to
scatter/divide ashes

Timeline: Receive ashes in 1-2 weeks

Option 3: Home Burial (Free-$200)

CRITICAL: MUST check local laws first! See Section 4 for state-by-state guide.

Requirements (where legal): Own property ¢ 3-4 feet deep * 50-300 ft from
water ¢ Biodegradable wrapping

Best for: Suitable property ¢ Limited budget ¢« Want pet to remain on property

Option 4: Pet Cemetery Burial ($400-$2,000+)

Includes: Plot with perpetual care « Opening/closing * Basic marker
Additional costs: Casket ($50-500+) ¢ Upgraded marker ($100-1,000+) e
Ceremony ($100-300)

Best for: Want formal, maintained grave ¢ Can afford higher costs
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Section 3: Cost Comparison Tables

All costs are 2024-2025 estimates. Actual costs vary by location.

Cremation Costs by Pet Size

Pet Size CommunalPartitioned Individual
Small (under 30 Ibs) $50-$75 $150-$200 $175-$250
Medium (30-70 Ibs)  $75-$100 $175-$250 $225-$325
Large (70-120 lbs) $100-$150 $225-$325 $300-$400
Extra Large (120+ lbs) $125-$200 $275-$400 $350-$600

Note: Vet prices typically 50-100% higher than calling crematoriums directly.

Euthanasia & Additional Services

Service Cost Range
In-Clinic Euthanasia  $50-$300
At-Home Euthanasia $200-$500
Paw Print (Clay/Ink)  $20-$50
Upgraded Urn $50-$300
Cremation Jewelry  $40-$200
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Section 4: State-by-State Home Burial Laws

CRITICAL: ALWAYS verify with your local county/city before burying. Laws vary
by municipality.

Legend: v = Generally allowed | A =Heavy restrictions | X = Often
prohibited
State Status Notes
Alabama v Generally allowed with standard restrictions
Alaska /A Varies by borough/municipality
Arizona v Allowed outside city limits
Arkansas v Generally allowed with standard restrictions
California A Many counties prohibit. LA County prohibits. Check
locally
Colorado v Allowed on private property in most areas
Connecticut X Most areas prohibit home burial
Delaware v Generally allowed in rural areas
Florida /A Many counties require permits. Check specifically
Georgia v Allowed with standard restrictions
Hawaii /A Varies by island. Oahu generally prohibits
Idaho v Generally allowed
lllinois v Allowed outside Chicago limits
Indiana v Generally allowed
lowa v Allowed on private property
Kansas v Generally allowed
Kentucky v Allowed with standard restrictions
Louisiana v Generally allowed
Maine v Allowed with standard restrictions

Read the full guide at: https://memorialmerits.com/what-to-do-when-your-
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Maryland

Massachusetts Many towns prohibit. Rural areas may permit
Michigan v Generally allowed outside city limits
Minnesota Some counties prohibit. Check county
Mississippi v Generally allowed

Missouri v Allowed with standard restrictions
Montana v  Generally allowed

Nebraska v Allowed with standard restrictions
Nevada v Generally allowed outside Las Vegas
New v Allowed with standard restrictions
Hampshire

New lJersey Most areas prohibit home burial

New Mexico Generally allowed

New York NYC prohibits. Most upstate cities prohibit
North Carolina v  Allowed with standard restrictions
North Dakota v Generally allowed

Ohio v Allowed with standard restrictions
Oklahoma v Generally allowed

Oregon Portland restricted. Rural areas allow
Pennsylvania v Generally allowed outside Philadelphia
Rhode Island X Most areas prohibit

South Carolina v  Allowed with standard restrictions
South Dakota v Generally allowed

Tennessee v Allowed with standard restrictions
Texas v Generally allowed outside major cities
Utah v Allowed with standard restrictions

Most areas prohibit on residential property
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Vermont v Allowed with standard restrictions
Virginia v Allowed with standard restrictions
Washington A Seattle restricted. Eastern WA allows
West Virginia v Generally allowed

Wisconsin v Allowed with standard restrictions
Wyoming v Generadlly allowed

How to Verify: Call county animal control, county health dept, or city clerk.
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Section 5: Decision-Making Flowchart

Want to keep remainse — YES: Private cremation or home burial | NO:
Communal cremation

Can afford options? — YES: Proceed | NO: See Section 6 for low-cost
resources
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Section 6: Low-Cost & Financial Assistance

Low-Cost Service Providers

* Humane Society: $30-75 communal cremation, sometimes free for low-
income

» Veterinary Schools: Discounted services. Find at aavmc.org

e Animal Shelter: $30-75, call county shelter

* County Animal Control: Free or very low-cost disposal

Financial Assistance Organizations

The Pet Fund
Website: www.thepetfund.com | Grants for end-of-life care

RedRover Relief
Website: www.redrover.org | Urgent care grants

Brown Dog Foundation
Website: www.browndogfoundation.org | Financial assistance

Waggle
Website: www.waggle.org | Crowdfunding platform

CareCredit

Website: www.carecredit.com | Medical credit card, instant approval,
interest-free if paid within 6 months
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Section 7: Complete Resource Directory

Find Local Services

Pet Crematoriums: www.icaopc.com (IAOPCC directory)
Veterinary Schools: www.aavmc.org

At-Home Euthanasia: www.lapoflove.com

Grief Support

APLB: www.aplb.org (Free hotline and support)
Cornell Pet Loss Hotline: (607) 218-7457
University of lllinois: (877) 394-CARE
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Section 8: Legal Considerations & FAQS

Q: Can | legally bury my pet in my backyard?

A: Depends on location. See Section 4. Must verify with county/city. Fines for
violations: $500-$5,000.

Q: How long can | keep my pet at home?

A: Cool conditions (under 50°F): 24-48 hours. Warm conditions: 12-24 hours
maximum.

Q: What's difference between communal and private cremation?

A: Communal = multiple pets together, no ashes returned ($50-150). Private =
pet alone, ashes returned ($150-400).

Q: Can | cremate my pet myself?

A: No. Requires 1400-1800°F and special equipment. lllegal without permits.
Use professional services.

Q: What if | can't afford anything?

A: Contact Humane Society, apply for CareCredit, call all vets for payment
plans, reach out to assistance organizations in Section 6.

Q: Can | bury pet on rental property?
A: Not without written landlord permission. Most renters choose cremation.

Q: How do | know crematorium is legitimate?

A: Look for IAOPCC certification. Ask to withess cremation. Check ID tracking
system. Read reviews.

Q: Should | have memorial service?

A: Entirely personal. Many find it helpful for closure. Can be simple home
ceremony.

Q: Why am | seeing/hearing my deceased pet?

A: Very common (up to 80% of pet owners). Normal grief response. Not
concerning unless distressing.

Q: Can grief make me physically sick?
A: Yes. Grief suppresses immune system. Physical symptoms very common.
See doctor if severe.
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Appendix: Checklists & Worksheets

Decision Checklist

O My pet has passed away

O | have moved pet to cool location

O | have contacted veterinarian

O | have decided on paw prints (must request before cremation)
O I have reviewed all options (Section 2)

O If home burial, | verified it's legal (Section 4)

O | have compared costs from multiple providers

O If needed, | explored low-cost options (Section 6)

O | have selected:

O Total cost: $

Contact Information Worksheet

My Veterinarian:
Name: Phone:

Crematorium Selected:
Name: Phone:

Local Animal Control:
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Final Thoughts

Losing a pet is one of the most difficult experiences.
The decisions you make are acts of love,

regardless of which option you choose or what you can afford.

There is no wrong choice when made with care and respect.

We are deeply sorry for your loss.

© 2025 Memorial Merits | Version 1.0
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